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In the past week, Democrat congressional leaders have indicated on several occasions that US policy
in Central America, including the participation of the US government in the contra military effort
during the two-year ban on military aid, are to be subjected to more intense scrutiny in the near
future. At the center of the most recent controversy are activities of Marine Lt. Col. Oliver North,
deputy director of the National Security Council's political-military affairs. Administration officials
said he assisted in the private supply network to the Nicaraguan contras after the 1984 congressional
aid cut-off. Last year congressional committees pressed the White House for North's phone logs
and appointment calendars. The White House refused, citing executive privilege. Notes on selected
comments by Democrat congressional leaders appear below. (See also, "Democratic Majority in
U.S. Senate: Central America Policy Changes Likely"?, CAU, 11/07/86.) Nov. 9: (NBC "Meet the
Press") Sen. Robert Byrd, Democrat leader, said that continued contra aid funding will be "difficult."
"But Democrats are going to emphasize the use of all the tools diplomatic, economic, political, as
well as military, with diplomatic at the top, military as a last resort...Our objective is, certainly,
not to see American boys fighting in Central America." (NBC "Meet the Press") In response to a
question on whether there ought to be congressional constraints on the operational activities of the
National Security Council, Rep. Richard A. Gephardt (D-Mo), House Democratic caucus chairman,
said, "I think it's something we should certainly look at. I think we've got two instances here where
the Security Council is really trying to operate American foreign policy. In the case of Iran, they
now have been operating a policy out of the White House that hasn't been run through either the
CIA or, probably, the State Department. We probably have the same thing in Nicaragua, with the
Hasenfus affair. And I think Congress has really got to begin asking, `Do we want foreign policy
run out of the White House?' (CBS "Face the Nation") In reference to the White House executing
foreign policy via the National Security Council, Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-Vt) said, "I think what you
have is a situation in the White House where...people like [Lt.] Col. [Oliver] North and others...[have
become] pretty excited about running their own CIA, State Department, [and] Defense Department
out of the White House, without anybody looking over their shoulder." He pointed out that in the
absence of "any kind of oversight, that's when you have the mining of the harbors in Nicaragua,
the [CIA] `assassination manual,' the Hasenfus situation. And now, while we're telling our allies
not to sell arms to terrorist nations, we apparently are sending them on to Iran. It makes no sense."
Leahy stated that the recent expose of White House involvement in freeing American hostages in
Lebanon via an arms deal with Iran was only one instance of several. "You know, at some point,
the Administration is going to have to understand that some of the oversight processes are set up
just so the United States won't make mistakes." (NEW YORK TIMES) Sen. Patrick Leahy, chairman
of Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, said the Senate may investigate whether the Reagan
administration used White House staff to circumvent congressional restrictions on foreign policy.
According to Leahy, "There's nothing wrong with secret diplomacy, but if you are doing it to get
around specific laws, then everything is wrong."
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